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before he was purchafed hJv, a fiave > 
mtan, who was his rM lv / Xa ”f hus the Sa- 
which period of his bonds mafter > anc * from, 
our hiftory. vve begi& 

deed mean and trifling " bu^hf h ' m T-™' 
to his circumftance oflife a ft-r ^ 

amazing fagacity and ^ 

f^mT^ ofh^bfdif 

infirmity, to take bis choice. He chofe the 
panier of bread that was to fupport them on 

vie& ^ 'n !lICh “ Was the hea ' 

vteft of all the burdens) he was laughed at 

by h.s companions, who defpifed him for his 

felly, one of them indeed out of companion, 

offered to help him to carry it, but jEfop thank’d 

him, and laid they fliould all carry it by and 

by, which accordingly they did, for after two 

or three meals were made, they faw JEfij* 

fanter 
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fanter along with little more than an empty 
bafket ; and from that time they began to have 
a different opinion of his abilities. 

Some time after this, their mafter had a 
prefent made him of fome fine figs, which the 
flaves having ftolen and eat, agreed to lay the 
theft upon poor JEfop* The mailer extremely 
incenfed, ordered him to be feverely pqmfhed, 
but JEfop getting a large bowl of warm water, 
drank it before him, and it returned again 
without any appearance of figs. He then de- 
fired his fellow-flaves might be put to the 
fame trial, which being done, the fecret was 
difeovered, the figs came up in plenty, and 
the puniihment intended for JEfop was in- 
flicted on them. 

JE fop's mailer ibid all his Haves at Ephefus * 
except a Mufician, an Orator , and JEjop, whom 
he carried with him to Samos, and expofed 
them in the public market for fale. Xanthus> 
an eminent philofopher, who came with a 
number of his pupils to fee 'the flaves, was 
greatly taken with the two fir ft, and aiked 
them about their profefiions, and what they 
could do. The one faid he could do any thing , 
the other that he could do every thing ; he then 

applied 


